Town & Country South Subdivision

Subdivision General Meeting – February 26, 2009

Bryan Ziegler, Chairman, called meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  27 people were in attendance.

John Diehl, Alderman for Ward 3, was in attendance and gave a report of activities in the City and issues affecting our subdivision.

1. Manchester Highlands – Police Station construction should start in March. The police station, Wal-Mart and Costco all anticipate being open by Summer 2009.

2. Manchester Road in front of the Highlands – residents complained about the surface and the striping. State of MO is responsible and we can hope they will address that this spring.

3. Great Street Initiative – improvements to Manchester Road from Hwy 141 to Hwy 109. Manchester anticipates the communities affected will receive $1.1 mil from the stimulus budget for these improvements.

4. Development at Sulphur Springs and Windingpath Ln and just west of subdivision – property has been zoned for 8 houses at $300 - $400K each. Design is California Home with walk out at rear of home. Spring Valley is the name of the development. Project has been delayed due to downturn in housing market but still in planning stage. 
5. Subdivision sign at Sulphur Springs and Windingpath Lane – right of way is still at issue. Part of the right of way is owned by the City and part by St. Louis County. City said to request permission from the County. John Diehl and Bryan Ziegler will continue to work on this issue.

6. Storm water sewer issue between Windingpath Lane and Rockridge and behind 773 Windingpath – City is still holding funds to rectify this problem but 2 of the neighbors involved, Robert Zier at 763 WP and Christina Fernandez at 767 WP  have denied access to their properties for this project. Funds are available through June 2009. If not used, will be diverted to other projects.
7. City is erecting a Veterans Memorial in Schroeder Park – paver bricks may be purchased from the City to honor or remember military people.

8. Jim Labit asked if Metro tax assessed to County residents will be eliminated if Metro discontinues bus service to the County. No answer.

9. Utility tax assessed by the City will be reduced by 25% in 2010 as a result of income from Manchester Highlands.

Secretary’s Report – August 13, 2008 meeting. Jim Labit moved and Ray Smith 2nd to accept the minutes as printed. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report – Sue Dame reported the balance as of Aug 12, 2008 was $14,212.26. Income from assessments and interest between Aug 12 and Jan 31, 2009 was $3,381.14. 

Expenses for 2009 lawn service, liability insurance, dead tree removal from common ground and misc. between Aug 12 and Jan 31, 2009 was $6,461.80.

Balance as of January 31, 2009 is $11,131.60.

Renee Castillon moved and Jim Labit 2nd to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion passed.

Old Business:
1. Subdivision sign at Hanna and Wild Hickory – Bryan presented proposal from Fast Signs to replace the original sign. They will make a 2-sided sign, 60” long x 30” high, mounted between 2 posts and install for $2,250. 

Dwight Cockson, #3 Wildway, raised issues about the sign but the rest of the group agreed this issue has been decided and let’s move forward.

2. Storm water issues were brought up by several in attendance. Properties mentioned included 706 Windingpath, 700 block Shallowcreek, 710 Wildview and 868 Shallowcreek.
3. Trash cans – City ordinance specifies specifics of trash cans at curb for pickup from after dark the night before to end of day on the day of pickup. Cans are to be stored behind the front line of house. City sent out 400 letters to remind people of city ordinance. 

4. Recycling cans – new cans were distributed in early February. Homeowners can exchange can for a different size. Do directly with the trash hauling company.

5. Speeding and running stop signs – call Manchester Police at non-emergency number. This is not a 911 issue.

6. Snow removal on sidewalks on Hanna Rd – Sue Dame checked with the City. The homeowner is responsible for removing snow from the sidewalk along Hanna behind their house. But if water or snow refreezes, homeowner is responsible to remove or treat the ice and is liable if someone falls. Homeowner is not required to clear sidewalk. 
7. Trees on common ground – 7 dead trees on common ground were removed October 2008 by a tree service.

New Business:

1. Storm water retention pond behind 700 Shallowcreek has filled in with dirt and become overgrown with trees and bushes. Jim Labit and crew cleaned out some of the brush in Oct 2008. Dirt needs to be excavated so pond can function as intended. Subdivision will need to rent a backhoe. Bryan asked if anyone knows of someone who would loan equipment and labor to please contact him. Bryan had asked City if they would help or loan equipment and they declined. 

A workday will be set for this spring.

      2.   Neighbors along 865 – 891 Rockridge have asked for replacement of dead pine 
trees on common ground. Trustees agree to project to provide screen from 

development planned just across the MSD drainage ditch. Joyce Smith presented 
pricing from Sherwood Forest and Kirkwood Garden & Nursery. Discussion ensued about getting trees for no charge or minimal fee from not-for-profit agencies. Idea tabled until we can get more information.
3. National Night Out – August 4, 2009. Bryan suggested bringing in ice cream 

      truck. General agreement to continue pursuing idea.

4. Dwight Cockson asked about need for subdivision assessment. Dwight moved and Don Ryan 2nd to suspend assessment fee for 1 year. Voice vote. Nayes carried.

5. Dwight Cockson moved to reduce assessment to $25. Don Ryan 2nd. Jackie Buckley, 813 WP, pointed out that subdivision is 35 to 40 years old. It will take more and not less for the upkeep of the subdivision. Voice vote. Nayes carried.
6. Bryan proposed that the trustees wanted to raise the assessment to $50 for the June 2009 assessment so we could do the maintenance planned. Discussion ensued. Michael Hartmann pointed out that the current assessment is enough to cover current operating expenses. Jim Labit moved and Ray Smith 2nd to raise the assessment fee to $50. Vote by raising hands – 13 households voted Yes and 7 households voted No. Motion passed. 

7. Entrance sign landscaping – Bryan asked for volunteers to help with upkeep of the landscaping around the entrance signs. Jackie Buckley, 813 WP, and Donald Parks, 706 WP, volunteered.

Request was made to edge the Hanna Road sidewalk to widen it. Volunteers are needed or we will ask the mower if he will do that. 

8. Bryan reported that a new St Louis County Police Substation is being built at Sulphur Springs and Big Bend.
9. Parking stickers are required on any car owned by homeowner and parked on the street on school days between 10 am and 2 pm. Parking stickers may be gotten from Bryan Z or Sue Dame. To get a sticker, assessment fees must be current and bring your license plate number and proof that the car is owned by homeowner or family member who lives in the home.

10. Subdivision email and website – Bryan has set up a subdivision email address. 

Townandcountrysouth@yahoogroups.com
Yahoo group home page is http:groups.yahoo.com/townandcountrysouth
Suggestion was made to have subdivision website where indentures, meeting minutes, etc posted. 

11. Next meeting will be in July or August 2009.
12. Ray Smith moved and Renee Castillon 2nd to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Smith, Secretary

