Town & Country South Subdivision Association Meeting

Monday, August 29, 2005

Todd Sanders, Chairman of Trustees, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Manchester City Hall. Sue Dame, Treasurer of Trustees, assisted. 55 people were in attendance.

First order of business was to elect a third trustee to serve as Secretary. Jim Labit nominated Joyce Smith, 726 Windingpath Lane. Decision to elect her was unanimous.

Other items of business in order presented, discussed and/or decided.

1. Neighbors of Larry Smith, 703 Whitewillow Lane, wanted him recognized for his efforts to mow lawns and help the neighbors around him. Thank You, Larry.

2. Speeding on subdivision streets continues to be a problem. If you see cars speeding, call the Manchester Police.

3. Tree limb pickup by the City of Manchester from the wind storm on August 13 is on schedule. Wild Hickory and Wildview were done on August 29.

4. The City of Manchester has issued a citation for yard waste dumping on subdivision common ground behind the home of Melissa Walker, 700 Shallowcreek View. If this is not cleaned up, the subdivision could be ticketed $500.

Jim Labit gave an update of an on-going problem to the group assembled. A storm water retention pond sits behind 700 Shallowcreek View. A mess of trees and brush has grown up in the pond and the drain pipe is broken. The area needs to be cleared and mowed. The subdivision could be liable if anyone is injured. What we don’t know is what the subdivision is liable for and what MSD is liable for as storm water run-off is supposed to drain into the retention pond.

5. Neighborhood Beautification – subdivision had a committee in the past. Now that subdivision is part of the City of Manchester and City has a code officer, let the City enforce code violations.

6. Neighborhood Watch – signs are up in subdivision notifying that subdivision is in program but no formal organization. No one in attendance wanted to reactivate Neighborhood Watch even though it was pointed out that a car was stolen in the night from in front of a house on Windingpath Lane just a couple nights before.

7. Entrances – wind storm of August 13 caused considerable damage to signs and landscaping on both sides of Hanna Road north entrance. Russ Stone, 708 Wildview Lane, is donating his carpentry services to build new signs for that entrance and the Sulpher Springs entrance. 
From a previous subdivision meeting, Connie Rusler, 868 Shallowcreek View, had gotten an estimate of $3500 to have 2 signs made to match the ones on Hanna. No action taken.
8. Street lights – complaints that more street lights are needed. Need to be sure that the lights currently there are the most effective possible. City of Manchester responsible for the electric bill on the street lights.

a. Each pole has a number on it. If the light is out, get that number and report the outage to Ameren.

b. Ask the City if they will trim the trees around the lights.

c. If the City can’t / won’t help with this, the subdivision will do what it can. See related Item #9.

9. Tree limbs hanging low over sidewalks was a complaint raised by George Thomes, 801 Wildview. The homeowner is responsible for the trees in the easement between the sidewalk and the street. The subdivision has the authorization to trim those trees in the easement between the sidewalk and the street. 

a. The homeowner will have _X_ time to trim the trees to a height high enough to not impede people walking. 

b. After _X_ date, volunteers in the subdivision will trim the trees.

c. Volunteers will be recruited to assist with this project.

10. Trees on common ground – lots of dead and damaged trees. Need to assess and see about removal.

Mrs. Michael Hartman at 6 Wildway Circle report that trees on common ground have fallen on her house two times and again in August 13 storm, this time with considerable damage. She was submitting a letter that the subdivision be responsible for some of her insurance deductible.

Several report that they are maintaining the common ground behind their houses even though the subdivision is paying to have that area mowed. This is mostly the houses on Shallowcreek View that back up to Parkway South school ground with a thin strip of common ground between private property and school property. Suggestion made and a committee formed to investigate the possibility of a Quit Claim Deed of Common Ground to the adjacent property owner.

Committee Members:

Ryan Toben

756 Shallowcreek View

Jim Labit

711 Shallowcreek View

Don Ryan

805 Whitewillow Lane

Mike Somerscale
860 Shallowcreek View

Brian Ziegler

811 Windingpath Lane

Clarkson Wells
711 Wild Walnut Lane

11. Trees on MDS drainage ditch – drainage area is full of trees. Need to bring to attention of MSD.

12. Treasurer’s Report given by Sue Dame.


Balance as of September 1, 2002

$16,378.98


Credits accrued



$18,854.39


Disbursements




$20,178.89


Balance as of August 29, 2005

$15,054.48

Sue noted that she received a letter from the insurance company stating that the annual premium will increase $500.

13. Assessment fee – currently $40 per property. Jim Labit reported that guidelines were set up when he was on the Board of Trustees.

a. Fee can be up to $50.00 per property

b. Trustees can decide to raise or lower the fee according to current expenses or anticipated expenses but not over the $50.

c. If fee needs to be more than $50, then that must be put to a vote of the homeowners.

14. Old riding club area across MSD drainage ditch to the west of the subdivision – City of Manchester is allowing clean fill to be dumped on that property; thereby taking the property out of the floodplain. This opens the potential for the property to be rezoned and developed. Tony Campanella, 865 Rockridge, wanted everyone to be aware of that possibility and any effect it could have on our properties. 

15. Parking stickers – old stickers expired August 31, 2005. New stickers expire August 31, 2008. New stickers have a UPC label and are numbered. Each sticker is assigned to specific vehicle at that residence. Parking stickers distributed before and after meeting.

Jim Labit moved that next distribution of parking stickers be administered by mail. The mailing for annual assessment fee will include a form to gather car description and license number. When the completed form and the assessment fee is received in the tax collector’s office, 2 parking stickers will be mailed to the home owner. 
Motion seconded and passed.
16. A subdivision meeting will be scheduled in no more than 5 to 6 months to follow-up all the discussion from this meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Secretary’s report submitted by Joyce Smith

